September 2021 ¢ Issue 6

Do SYMPHONY

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

www.dsesndtwu.in

From The Editor’s Desk...

A warm hello from the desk of the Head of
Special Education Department. The sixth
issue of DSE Symphony has some
interesting articles to read. | am thankful to
our distinguished contributors Ms Merry
Barua, Prof. Reeta Sonawat and Ms Dipti
Gandhi for sharing their work and experience
with our readers in this issue.

It's a pleasure to let you have a peep into all
the work done by DSE in the last six months.
| take pride to acknowledge the efforts of my
Department Faculty and Arushi teachers for
their relentless work during the second wave
of Covid-19 so that the morale of our students
does not go down.

What has this pandemic taught us? | would
say flexibility and resilience. We have also
learnt different ways of communicating with
our students, our staff and our parents. |
believe that the integration of information
technology in education will be further
accelerated and that online education will
eventually become an integral component of
school education. We at DSE, are revisiting
our curriculum and curriculum transaction
and constantly brainstorming to evolve with
the demands of the changing times.
Therefore, it becomes imperative that we
train our teachers in effective use of
technology in class. DSE organized a
two-day webinar on ‘Technology in Education’
in the month of April with tech - savvy
resource persons who demonstrated variety
of tools to be used for teaching and
evaluation in different classroom settings.

A National Webinar was organized on
‘International and National Policies and
Legislative Provisions for Persons with
Disabilities’ in the month of May. It was
attended by more than 200 professionals
across the country on Zoom and was live
streamed on YouTube. We were honoured to
have Dr M.N.G. Mani, CEO of International

Council of Education of People with Visual
Impairment (ICEVI) as our chief guest. DSE
students got an opportunity to listen to the
stalwarts in the field of education.

DSE signed an MoU with Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS) to collaborate as
research partners in Teacher Capacity
Building Programme in Principles of Universal
Design of Learning (UDL) for teacher
educators of Tanzania, Bhutan, Nigeria,
Afghanistan and India. In July, Faculty of
DSE, Dr Apoorva Panshikar and myself
conducted a ten-hour workshop on UDL for
educators of participating countries.

DSE is fortunate to receive a grant of 4000$%
from Akhil Autism Foundation (USA) to
support our dream of having a sensory
garden for Arushi children. Our former Vice
Chancellor Prof. Shashikala Wanjari Madam
laid the foundation stone during the Bhoomi
Poojan of the Sensory Garden.

Tata Trusts has continued to support DSE
through our small endeavours to reach out to
the community. Our Certificate Programme in
Shadow Teaching has been announced and
we wish more and more people who want to
make a difference in the lives of children with
disabilties join the course and equip
themselves with the necessary skills.

The kind of training in class and skill
enrichment workshops our students are
exposed to, prepares them for global
education. Though the pandemic has affected
education of the students adversely and the
recruitments are much less, yet our students
have been hired by intemational schools in
India and abroad. Many have been picked by
prestigious schools locally. DSE has a strong
alumni association which guides and mentors
the existing students.

| would like to conclude with the hope that the
uncertainty caused by the Covid-19 pandemic
ends soon and we are able to bring back our







